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Formerly Post-Polio Network (NSW) 

 Polio NSW is a member of Polio Australia 

Website: www.polionsw.org.au Supporting polio survivors and their families since 1989 
 

President: Gillian Thomas OAM PO Box 2799 North Parramatta NSW 1750  

Vice-President: Gail Hassall Phone: 02 9890 0946 

Secretary: Merle Thompson OAM Phone: 02 9890 0953 

Treasurer: Alan Cameron Email: office@polionsw.org.au    
 

 
 

MINUTES OF THIRTY-FOURTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

HELD ON THURSDAY 30 NOVEMBER 2023 
 

MEETING HELD BY ZOOM VIDEOCONFERENCE 

 
. 

1. OPENING 
 

The Chairperson, Gillian Thomas, declared the meeting open at 10:37 am. 
 

The Chairperson declared the proxies – 4 

(2 proxies being held by the Chairperson; and 1 by each of two other persons)    

 

2. PRESENT 
 

Full Members 
 

Alan Cameron Judith Covell Wendy Davies 

Antonia Frediani Ella Gaffney Carol Gerrard 

Janice Grimison Gail Hassall Chris Keun 

Bill McKee Linda Sedra John Tierney AM 

Christine Tilley Helen van Doorn  
 

Life Members 
 

Nola Buck OAM Gillian Thomas OAM Merle Thompson OAM 

 

Friends 
 

Shirley Glance OAM Natarajan Tamiarasan  
 

 

3. APOLOGIES   
 

Robyn Aulmann Gary Barnett Anne Buchanan 

Heather Chettle Brian Copeland Carmel Dobson 

Sue Ellis Joy Hay Michael Howard 

Vasa Murimuthu Bernie O’Grady Irene O’Grady 

Rosalie Kennedy Di O’Reilly Dorothy Robinson 

Esther Smart Brian Wilson  

 

It was resolved that the apologies be accepted.   

 

Moved: Bill McKee Seconded:    Gail Hassall 

Carried    
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4. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS 

 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

It was resolved that the minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting held on                       

30 November 2022, taken as read, be received.     

 

Moved: Chris Keun Seconded: Ella Gaffney 

Carried    

 

It was resolved that the minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting held on                       

30 November 2022 be adopted.    

 

Moved: Bill McKee Seconded: Alan Cameron 

Carried    

 

 

5. 2022-2023 ANNUAL REPORT 
 

It was resolved that the Annual Report be received.   

 

Moved: Alan Cameron Seconded: Gail Hassall 

Carried    

 

There being no additional comments, it was resolved that the Annual Report, as circulated, 

be adopted.    

 

Moved: Ella Gaffney Seconded: Chris Keun 

Carried    

 

Gillian thanked Sue for her work in putting the Report together. 

 

 

6. 2022-2023 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS  
 

It was resolved that the Financial Statements to 30 June 2023, as circulated, be received.  

 

Moved: Alan Cameron Seconded: Chris Keun 

Carried    

 

Chris Keun had submitted questions.  He referred to the statement about finances being stable 

and requested an explanation.  Alan Cameron explained that in recent times our reserves had 

declined each year due to income not matching expenditure.  It has been tough to get back 

from that position, and it has only been possible by cutting costs.  In light of that background, 

finances are now reasonably stable for at least the next three to four years.  We are grateful 

to have members who are generous with donations and that’s what keeps the organisation 

going.  Without donations we would not survive on membership fees alone as they are 

declining and will continue to decline in coming years. 

 

 It was resolved that the Financial Statements to 30 June 2023 be adopted.   
 

Moved: Bill McKee Seconded: Chris Keun 

Carried    
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7. ELECTION OF BOARD 
 

With the members’ agreement Gillian Thomas asked John Tierney to accept the position of 

Chair for the duration of the elections and to act as Returning Officer.  All positions were 

declared vacant. 

 

PRESIDENT  Gillian Thomas 
 

Nominated:       Bill McKee  Seconded: Alan Cameron 
 

There being no further nominations, Gillian Thomas accepted the nomination and was duly 

elected for the ensuing year. 
 
 

VICE-PRESIDENT    Gail Hassall 
 

Nominated:     Merle Thompson Seconded: Gillian Thomas 
 

There being no further nominations, accepted the nomination and was duly elected for the 

ensuing year. 
 

 

SECRETARY   Merle Thompson 
 

Nominated: Gillian Thomas Seconded: Ella Gaffney 
 

There being no further nominations, Merle Thompson accepted the nomination and was duly 

elected for the ensuing year. 
 

 

TREASURER   Alan Cameron 
 

Nominated:     Chris Keun Seconded: Gillian Thomas 
 

There being no further nominations, Alan Cameron accepted the nomination and was duly 

elected for the ensuing year. 
 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS (Maximum 8): 

The Returning Officer requested nominations and self-nominations.   

 

Nominee   

Ella Gaffney   

Rosalie Kennedy   

Bill McKee   

Esther Smart   
 

Notes:  Esther was not in attendance but had previously advised of her willingness to 

continue on the Board. 

Geraldine James and Di O’Reilly were not in attendance and had not provided prior advice.  

The meeting agreed to include them as nominees if they wish to continue on the Board. 

 

[Note:  Di subsequently declined for health reasons.] 

 

Chris Keun moved that the above nominations be accepted.  

Seconded by Nola Buck  Carried 

 

 The election being completed, John Tierney vacated the Chair to the incoming President. 
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8. GENERAL BUSINESS 
 

Items of General Business should be notified in advance.   

Chris Keun has suggested that there be a discussion on the future of support groups. 

There was extended and informed discussion on the nature of the current support groups, the 

problems faced by support groups because of declining numbers, inability of members to 

attend face-to-face activities and difficulties in obtaining convenors. 

An aim of the SSTF project was to move to online support groups and one group was 

commenced.  This later developed into the Human Library project.  A significant issue is the 

hesitancy of many members to participate online. 

Secretary Merle suggested than any member interested in discussing this matter further be 

invited to participate in a “think tank” discussion by Zoom in conjunction with the Board’s 

annual Planning Session in late January or early February 2024. 

 

 

9. CLOSE OF MEETING   
 

The meeting was closed by the Chairperson at 11:17 pm. 

 
 

 

 

Confirmed as a true record 
 

 

 ..................................................................   .........................................  

                        Signature        Date 

 

 

 


